Booking for Maternity Care: a comparison of two systems (RCGP Occasional Paper 31, 1985) M £3.50 from Publications Sales Office, RCGP, 8 Queen Street, Edinburgh EH2 1JE In 1978 Dr Klein and his colleagues compared 'the medical experience of low-risk women and their babies' in the consultant and in the GP units at the John Radcliffe Maternity Hospital in Oxford'. This booklet extends the information available by presenting the results of a further study (carried out in 1981) designed to answer two questions: (1) Were the observed differences between the systems of care due to the systems themselves, or [to] some previously undiscovered differences between the women in the two systems? (2) What did the women themselves feel about the two systems of care?
The experiences and feelings of 171 women were examined in some detail (from an eligible study group of 241 -less than 1% of all those delivered in the Oxford Region during the same three months, I estimate). It seems to me less important to determine whether any differences shown are statistically significant than to praise those involved for caring enough about the feelings of these women to formulate and ask the questions. If every maternity unit, of whatever kind, and every general practice read this booklet and translated its messages, both explicit and implicit, into action and into audit, fewer women would have cause to comment, as one did in this study: 'I didn't see the doctor for six days. He checked the baby while I was in the loo. The only way I knew that the doctor was there was that the baby's nightie was inside out and his mitts were off'. This is a slim volume for the specialist in the field. It will also serve as an introduction to students, although they must be warned that some workers in the field have been neglected by the contributors. It must have been very uplifting to be at Woods Hole, in summer, and hear the lectures delivered! G B ARDEN There is now a plethora of examinations available for investigating the biliary tract. It is sometimes difficult to unravel the complexity of applications, advantages and shortcomings of newer methods and refinements of old techniques. Some of the procedures are firmly in the domain of the clinician, while others depend on the radiologist. While variation in the availability of equipment and local expertise determines local preferences, the close cooperation of radiologist and clinician is a prerequisite for the rational diagnosis and management of hepatobiliary disease.
D G WILSON Editorial Representative
This book is derived from a conference held in Basel during October 1983. The contributors are mainly from Europe, with some from the United States, United Kingdom and Japan. Short chapters deal with laparoscopy, ERCP, cholangiography, angiography, ultrasound, computed tomography and nuclear magnetic resonance, as well as biopsy and therapeutic procedures. Almost a quarter of the book is devoted to radionuclide imaging. Some of the techniques, for instance intraoperative cholangioscopy, ultrasonic endoscopy and operative ultrasound examination of the bile ducts, will be generally unfamiliar in this country.
Within the conference format there is some repetition and conflicting opinion. The holistic approach to diagnostic problems is sometimes confused by the obvious preferences of the various experts. Nevertheless, this monograph is a useful synopsis of contemporary experience and developments. Those concerned with the management and
